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REFERENCE BOOKS FOR HOME PURCHASE 


N RECENT months there has been a marked 
I increase in the number of inquiries re- 
ceived by the Subscription Books Committee 
regarding reference sets currently offered for 


home purchase. Some of these have come 
directly from purchasers, others from li- 
brarians from whom library patrons have 
requested information. 

Inquiries involve chiefly two types of ma- 
terial: old sets which have apparently been 
revived with little or no revision and com- 
bination offers including such sets. The 
January issue of the Bulletin carried infor- 
mation on several specific publications in- 


cluded in offers of this kind. Subsequent 
inquiries lead the Committee to call the at- 
tention of subscribers to certain characteris- 
tics of current offers which may be of interest 
to prospective purchasers. 

Inquiries indicate a need for increased 
care on the part of home purchasers in judg- 
ing the recency of sets. Recent combination 
offers, for example, have included a set last 
copyrighted in 1918 as well as several bear- 
ing more recent dates which on examination 
evidenced little change in content from pre- 
vious editions. Although the total price for 
materials offered in combination is fre- 
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quently less than the cost of each item if 
purchased separately, it may still represent a 
considerably larger investment than the 
quality of the material justifies. 

Salesmen’s claims for a set should be in- 
vestigated before a contract is signed. An 
inquirer reports purchase of a set for a small 
child’s use on the agent’s assurance that it 
was used extensively in local schools. After 
signing the contract, which was not subject 
to cancellation, the purchaser reports having 
checked with the Board of Education and 
with private educational institutions to find 
that they neither used nor endorsed the set. 

Of importance to home purchasers also 
are the current revivals of book “give-away” 
plans against which the Committee has 
warned Bulletin subscribers consistently in 
the past. Recent correspondents report the 
prevalence in some communities of intensive 
sales campaigns in which “certain selected 
members of the community” receive a set of 
books free but are asked to pay for a sup- 
plementary service. As reported to the 
Committee the price in a particular locality 
for one such supplementary service amounts 
to approximately $100. When the Com- 
mittee last reviewed the set involved in this 


offer in 1940 it sold for $57.50. The sup- 


plementary service was available for an ad- 
ditional $1 per year. This type of give- 
away plan was condemned in a Supreme 
Court decision in November 1937 upholding 
an earlier Federal Trade Commission order. 
Details of the plan and the importance of the 
Court’s decision were the subject of an edi- 
torial in the January 1938 Bulletin. 

More recently a Federal Trade Commis- 
sion stipulation has included among “al- 
leged unfair methods of competition” the 
method of book distribution known as the 
“fifteen-for-one give-away plan.” This in- 
volves the donation of a free set of books to 
a school when 15 sets have been bought by 
the parents in a community. Dangers in- 
herent in this plan both for publishers of 
reputable sets and for the book-buying public 
have been the subject of articles in library 
and educational periodicals in past years. 
Among these was the article by the Chair- 
man of the Subscription Books Committee in 
Library Journal * stressing the need, which 
is here reemphasized, for librarians to use 
their influence in promoting the sale of sub- 
scription books on merit alone. 

* Dorothy M. Black, “‘Give Away’ Plan of 


Selling,” Library Journal, LXIII, No. 3 (Feb. 1, 
1938), 108. 


REVIEWS 


The Aeronautical Dictionary; by 
Thomas A. Dickinson; drawings by 
James D. Powell. 20%4cm. New York, 
Thomas Y. Crowell Co., c1945. xi, 484p. 
illus., tables, diagrs. cloth $3.50. 


This dictionary contains over 6000 defi- 
nitions of terms in the fields of aerodynamics, 
meteorology, navigation, airplane structures, 
engineering, design, flying, and related fields. 
Some trade names and modern slang phrases 
are included. ‘The author is a technical 


writer for the Consolidated Vultee Aircraft 
Corporation, and lists a number of individu- 
als and organizations aiding in the prepara- 
tion of the volume. __ 

He has drawn upon the definitions in- 
cluded in The Nomenclature of Aeronautics 
published by the National Advisory Com- 
mittee for Aeronautics. These are quoted 
directly in the text, and the source is given 
in the preliminary acknowledgments. 
Many definitions from other authoritative 
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sources are quoted for which credit is given 
in the text. Terms are listed alphabetically 
as spoken, (i.e., without inversion) and a 
good system of cross-indexing when addi- 
tional information is given under a larger 
topic makes the definitions more helpful. 

Definitions are brief, but clear and gen- 
erally satisfactory. There is no attempt at 
encyclopedic detail. However, the group- 
ing of related terms has somewhat the same 
effect. The author has avoided the use of 
advanced mathematics, but has not sacri- 
ficed clarity for simplicity. Formulas have 
been included when necessary, e.g., Reynolds 
Number. There are occasional errors. The 
definition of kinematic viscosity is incorrect, 
as is the quantity given for kinematic vis- 
cosity of air. There are a few typographical 
errors, e.g., tatanium for titanium in the ap- 
pendix, page 443. 

No biographical material has been in- 
cluded, nor is there any listing of manu- 
facturers’ or model names in the regular al- 
phabet. A list of manufacturers is included 
in an appendix. 

The format is very good. The use of 
boldface type to indicate words being defined 
or referred to makes it easy to locate terms 
quickly. The illustrations are particularly 
effective. Over 300 of these, chiefly line 
drawings, are included and placed at points 
where they add materially to the clarity of 
definitions. 

A number of appendices take up the last 
58 pages of the book. A useful list of aero- 
nautical abbreviations and of registration 
marks seems appropriate. Other tables of 
chemical elements, mathematical functions, 
and properties of engineering materials seem 
out of place as they are too abbreviated for 
an engineer, and too specialized for the lay- 
man. 

This volume should be useful for all in the 
aviation industry needing concise but clear 


definitions of its many specialized terms. 
It should be equally useful in any library 
for use with young aviation enthusiasts as 


well as with adults. It is recommended. 


American Dialect Dictionary; by 
Harold Wentworth. 23cm. New York, 
Thomas Y. Crowell Co., 1944. xv, 747p. 
cloth $6. 


The preface to the 4 merican Dialect Dic- 
tionary states that the “. . . Dictionary is 
primarily concerned with variations .. . 
in the English language as spoken and writ- 
ten by natives of North America, and espe- 
cially with those variations that are due to, 
or coincident with, geographical location.” 
It may be recalled that the Dictionary of 
American English (Subscription Books Bul- 
letin, July 1944) includes only those dialect 
words which are “of early date or special 
prominence” and states in its preface that 
such words should be treated in a separate 
dictionary after special collections have been 
made for the purpose. 

The collections used for the American 
Dialect Dictionary began with the founda- 
tion of the American Dialect Society in 1889, 
and since then much material has accumu- 
lated in the Society’s organ, Dialect Notes, 
and in the newer periodical, American 
Speech, founded in 1925. Although this 
material is still insufficient to serve as a 
basis for the great “Dialect Dictionary of 
the United States” which will eventually be 
published, the Society has authorized Dr. 
Wentworth to issue for the present this con- 
cise dictionary based on the contents of the 
two periodicals listed above, on his own re- 
search, and on numerous miscellaneous 
studies, regional novels, plays, and short 
stories listed in a ten-page bibliography. 

The dictionary presents a valuable sum- 
mary of American dialect research, but it 
reflects the limitations of the materials on 
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which it is based. It is much more complete 
for the Southern and Eastern sections of the 
United States than for the West and the 
Northern Mississippi Valley and a study of 
the bibliography shows a corresponding geo- 
graphical distribution of studies and dialect 
literature. Before a definitive work compar- 
able to Joseph Wright’s English Dialect Dic- 
tionary can be issued for the United States, 
a systematic study of American dialects will 
_ have to be made. This concise dictionary 


contains many useful and interesting articles . 


on individual words with dates and places 
of use, but because its source materials are 
incomplete, many words and expressions have 
a much wider currency than the dictionary 
indicates. 

An idea of the method employed in this 
dictionary may be gained by analyzing the 
following entry: 
mostest, adj. Most. 

Double.” 1887 Ind. 

We set around the kitchen fire, an’ has the 

mostest fun. Riley ‘Orphant Annie.’ 1893 

Miss. Negro |mostes| 1908 e. Ala. w. Ga. 

1940 [A Negro train porter] who could get 


there fustest with the mostest drinks. Time 
Nov. 4, p.12/3. 


Cf. -est; “Superlatives, 


Abbreviations used are explained in a list 
entitled “Abbreviations and Symbols” at the 
front of the volume. Pronunciation is given 
according to the International Phonetic Al- 
phabet, e.g., 1893 entry above, and is ex- 
plained in the preliminary pages. Cross 
references are made to special philological 
articles which appear in their regular alpha- 
betical place, under such entries as -est 
(i.e., words ending in -est) and Superla- 
tives, Double. The dictionary supplies both 
simple records of the time when and place 
where a word has been used and quotations 
which make exact reference to printed 
sources. 

Comparison with the standard unabridged 
dictionaries indicates that this work defines 


many words not in their vocabularies, for 
instance, ferricadouzer, gully-washer, kedi- 
does, palamity and ridge runner. It also 
gives exact citations illustrating the use of 
words which Webster, for example, merely 
labels “dialect” without further information. 
Every reader of American regional literature 
will find this an indispensable though not an 
exhaustive guide to local expressions, and its 
publication should certainly stimulate further 
research in the field. 

The book is neatly bound in blue cloth. 
The paper is somewhat transparent and the 
margins are narrow. 

The American Dialect Dictionary is rec- 
ommended, particularly for college, univer- 
sity, and large public libraries. 


Dictionary of Aeronautics, English, 
French, German, Italian, Spanish ; comp. 
by Lothar Ahrens. 17cm. New York, 
Frederick Ungar Publishing Co., c1939 
by VDI Verlag, GMBH, Berlin. “Copy- 
right vested in the Alien Property Custo- 
dian, 1943. . . .” ;xi}, 562p. cloth $5. 


This pocket aviation dictionary in five 
languages is “intended to assist technical 
translations bearing on the subject by facil- 
itating the rapid discovery of the most impor- 
tant and latest terms conforming to actual 
usage. At the same time it is envisaged as an 


assistance to the interpreter. ‘The contents 
have therefore been compiled . . . by the 
careful extraction of technical terms and 
words from current trade books and period- 
icals (see bibliography).” 

Published originally in 1939 in Germany, 
it has been reprinted in the United States by 
authority of the Alien Property Custodian. 
It is sturdily bound and well printed, with 
adequate margins. 

Three thousand six hundred and sixty 
German words and terms on related subjects 
are grouped under large headings, e.g., Clas- 
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sification of Aeroplanes, Model Aviation, 
Air Raid Precautions, etc. The arrange- 
ment is not alphabetic. Equivalents in Eng- 
lish, French, Italian, and Spanish follow in 
parallel columns. Gender is indicated for 
all except English terms. German terms 
are numbered consecutively, and a complete 
alphabetical index for each language refers 
to terms in the dictionary proper by number. 
Thus the general arrangement of the volume 
provides not only for the easy location of 
terms in each of the languages included, but 


also for assistance in choosing, from a group. 


of related terms, the one which most ac- 
curately expresses a specific idea. 

The vocabularies include terms concern- 
ing classification and types of planes, struc- 
tures, engines and equipment, principles of 
flight, aerodynamics, model study, the air- 
plane industry, military aeronautics and air 
raid precautions. Coverage of terms, both 
military and engineering, seems quite com- 
plete, except, of course, for words developed 
since 1939, e.g., radar. One handicap for 
American use is that the English terminology 
is that of Great Britain rather than of the 
United States, e.g., petrol instead of gasoline, 
and aerobatics instead of acrobatics. How- 
ever, these variations are not numerous. 

Of the one-volume, concise, polylingual 
dictionaries of aviation terms at present 
available, this one seems, in spite of its date, 
the most useful. It is recommended. 


Dictionary of American Painters, 
Sculptors and Engravers; by Mantle 
Fielding. 27cm. New York, Paul A. 
Struck, 1945. 433p. 19 full-page illus. 
cloth $20. 

This is the second printing of Fielding’s 
dictionary. A limited edition of 700 copies 
was privately printed by the author for sub- 
scribers in 1926. This edition, long out of 
print, is now available in this new printing 


of 1500 copies, published by Paul A. Struck. 

“The present edition,” Mr. Struck says 
in his preface to the 1945 edition, “is iden- 
tical to the one published in 1926, although 
the publisher fully realizes that since the 
untimely death of Mantle Fielding, addi- 
tional information has been gathered by re- 
search. Any information regarding errors 
and omissions in the present volume will be 
gratefully accepted. The revisions and ad- 
ditional factual material, covering the years 
from 1926 to 1945, will be incorporated in a 
supplementary volume, which is now in prep- 
aration.” 

The biographies are short and factual. 
The majority range between 50 and 100 
words, detailing briefly such available in- 
formation as the artist’s classification as 
painter, sculptor, or engraver; his dates, 
education, awards, principal works ; the mu- 
seums in which his works are included ; his 
publications, membership in professional so- 
cieties, and, for each living artist, his address 
(1926). The dictionary actually covers 
many more American artists than the author- 
itative encyclopedias of art, Bénézit, Thieme, 
or Champlin; and it covers a much earlier 
period in American art than does the 4 mer- 
ican Art Annual. 

The double-column page and the simple 
alphabetical listing by the artist’s surname 
make the dictionary an extremely easy ref- 
erence to use. There are no cross references 
or subject headings. There is a list of the 
19 illustrations, which are attractive, but 
in no way add to the text. An extensive 
bibliography is included. 

The dictionary is bound in a strong navy- 
blue cloth, and the full title appears in gold 
leaf on both the spine and the cover. The 
type is good ; the paper is heavy and durable, 
making a bulky but strong book. 

Fielding’s dictionary does not profess to 
be definitive. It has become, however, a 
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standard ready-reference tool in the field of 
American art. It is suitable for the identi- 
fication of the artist, rather than for a critical 
evaluation of his work. The present edition 
is extremely valuable in that it makes avail- 
able again a reference work referred to 
repeatedly in Mallett’s Index of Artists, 
1935, and its Supplement, 1940. It is rec- 
ommended in all comprehensive listings of 
reference tools in the field of art. 

Recommended for any library or private 
collection that has frequent need to identify 
American artists. 


Encyclopedia of the Negro; Prepara- 
tory Volume with Reference Lists and 
Reports ; by W. E. B. Du Bois and Guy B. 
Johnson. 23%4cm. New York, The 
Phelps-Stokes Fund, Inc., 1945. 207p. 
cloth $2.75. 

In 1931 the Phelps-Stokes Fund initiated 

a movement which resulted in the establish- 

ment the following year of Encyclopedia 


of the Negro, Inc., a corporation which has 
for its purpose the preparation and publica- 
tion of “a full-fledged Encyclopedia of the 


Negro.” The depression and the Second 
World War have made it impossible for 
publication plans to move forward as rapidly 
as the sponsors had hoped they might, but 
they have decided that this is an opportune 
moment to present “a preparatory volume 
containing Bibliographical Reference Lists 
and Reports.” 

This volume contains the certificate of 
incorporation and the first public announce- 
ment of the project, memoranda and notes for 
those who are interested in its continuation, 
an essay by Dr. Lawrence Dunbar Reddick 
on “Library Resources for Negro Studies in 
the United States and Abroad,” a “Bibliog- 
raphy of Bibliographies Dealing Directly or 
Indirectly with the Negro,” by Professor 
Rayford W. Logan, and an “Alphabetical 


List with Notes on Major Subjects and 
Bibliographical Suggestions,” gleaned from 
the’ files which the organization has been 
building up through the past twelve years. 

According to a current advertising leaflet, 
“the main feature of the work is an alpha- 
betical list of subjects dealing with all aspects 
of the Negro, with a list of sources of in- 
formation under each heading.” This list 
contains approximately two thousand entries 
(including cross references) about half of 
which are biographical. Unfortunately for 
the usefulness of the list, there is not “‘a list 
of sources of information under each head- 
ing.” ‘There are a great many entries with 
only one source given, dozens of entries with 
only a reference to the Dictionary of Amer- 
ican Biography, and numerous entries giving 
no source of information whatsoever. The 
following, for example, are complete entries: 
Robeson, Paul, actor; Bacon, Thomas, pio- 
neer educator of Negro slaves; Cajun, re- 
puted descendants of Acadian French in 
Louisiana; Carr, James Dickson, assistant 
corporation counsel, New York City ; Oreste 
Zamor, President of Haiti; Phi Beta Sigma, 
Negro College fraternity. 

Moreover, a certain carelessness or incon- 
sistency in dealing with materials is apparent 
throughout. It is difficult, for instance, to 
discover any principles guiding the selection 
of names and subjects for inclusion in this 
list. For while there are entries for Joe 
Jeannette, pugilist, and Peter Jackson, pugil- 
ist, John Spencer Bassett, Langston Hughes, 
George M. Pullman, George Foster Pea- 
body, and such periodicals and newspapers as 
Opportunity and Afro-American, there are 
no entries for Joe Louis and Jack Johnson, 
Asa Philip Randolph, Zora Neale Hurston, 
Countee Cullen, Crisis and the Norfolk 
Journal and Guide. 

On the other hand, there are very useful 
reference lists for subjects covering as wide 
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a range as is suggested by these sample head- 
ings: Education in Africa, Modern; Ed- 
ucation in the United States, Negro; 
England and the Negro race; Folklore, 
African, American, West Indian; Lan- 
guages of Africa; Literature of American, 
Spanish and French Negroes; Lynching; 
Migration of Negroes in Africa, United 
States, West Indies; Miscegenation; 
Music; Nigeria; Nuer tribe; Religion, 
Negro; Riots, Negro; West Indies. 

Obviously, a list of this sort will best 
serve those libraries that have files of Negro 
journals, the usual biographical and general 
encyclopedias, such books as Work’s Bibliog- 
raphy of the Negro in Africa and Amer- 
ica, and a fairly good collection of general 
works on the Negro. However, most li- 
braries need some sort of guide to materials 
in this field, and we know of no other list 
which brings together in such convenient 
form so much information on so many topics 
relating to the Negro. Therefore, in spite of 
a certain seeming capriciousness in the selec- 
tion of subjects, and because we have no 
other list quite like it, this preparatory vol- 
ume is recommended. 


English-Spanish and Spanish-English 
Dictionary of Aviation Terms; by 
Juan K. Seralles. 18%cm. New York, 
McGraw-Hill Book Co., Inc., 1944. 
x, 131p. cloth $2.50. 


In compiling this brief volume of English 
and Spanish aviation terms, the author, who 
is Senior Instructor of the Inter-American 
Department, Casey Jones School of Aero- 
nautics, Newark, New Jersey, has placed 
special emphasis on Latin-American termi- 
nology. He has included the following: 
““words in general use ; frequently used words 
of recent coinage that, owing to their funda- 
mental etymological soundness and aptness, 
stand a fair chance of surviving; and others 





in general use, though not so worthy, that 
undoubtedly will be replaced as time goes on. 
Terms whose translation lacks uniformity, 
and a few terms of less common usage are 
accompanied by a short exposition of their 
meaning. Words that are commonly though 
incorrectly used are given in quotation 
marks.” —Preface. 

No definition of terms is attempted, but 
after most words or phrases an abbreviation 
in parentheses indicates the field of aero- 
nautics with which the term is connected. A 
list of these parenthetical abbreviations is 
included in the preface. The English-Span- 
ish and Spanish-English terms are given in 
two alphabets. There are very few cross 
references to related terms. It would have 
been helpful if the gender of Spanish terms 
were indicated. 

The book is of pocket size, and well 
printed and bound. There are no illustra- 
tions. Its greatest value would seem to be 
in its up-to-date quality, and its recognition 
of a distinct Latin-American terminology as 
opposed to conventional Spanish. 

The dictionary is too specialized for li- 
braries with limited funds. Its cost seems 
quite excessive for its size. However, it 
should be very useful for business and other 
concerns carrying on correspondence with 
Latin America on aeronautical affairs. For 
such concerns, and for large and special 
libraries with much call for terms in the 
field of Latin-American aeronautics, it is 
recommended. 


Harvard Dictionary of Music; by Willi 
Apel. 24cm. Harvard University Press, 
1944. x, 826p. illus. cloth $6. 

According to the preface, “. . . this book 
is designed to provide accurate and pertinent 
information on all musical topics and . . . 
it is addressed to the musical amateur as well 
as to the student and the scholar.” 
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The contents are restricted to musical 
terms and topics and no biographical material 
is included, due to the belief on the part of 
the compiler that the biographical field has 
been adequately covered through other refer- 
ence books. The Harvard Dictionary of 
Music provides a comprehensive coverage of 
the various aspects of music. It contains 
definitions of terms used in musical perform- 
ance, history, theory, aesthetics, and criti- 
cism. Important subjects in the field, such 
as bowing, dotted notes, electronic in- 
struments, the music of individual countries, 
etc., are treated with comprehensive detail 
in technical or historical articles. The en- 
tries, ranging from one-sentence definitions 
to expository articles several pages in length, 
are arranged alphabetically. Definitions and 
articles are clear and concise. The language 
from which a term is taken is indicated. 
Etymology is given in some cases, but pro- 
nunciation is not included. 


Information on some subjects, such as 
that on the canon, is divided in treatment, 
the subject being defined or summarized first 
from a contemporary angle and then from the 
historical point of view. This method has 
been used, according to the preface, to recon- 
cile the interests of the amateur and the 


specialist. Brief summaries of the principal 
operas are included. 

Cross references are numerous. However, 
the frequent use of asterisks to indicate ref- 
erence to other articles, and of see and cf., 
makes the cross-reference system somewhat 
cumbersome. 

The Harvard Dictionary of Music is 
authoritative and articles written by a con- 
tributor other than Dr. Apel are signed. 
Twenty-seven musical scholars, including 
Alfred Einstein, John Tasker Howard, and 
Nicolas Slonimsky, have contributed special 
articles. A synoptic guide at the beginning 


of the text lists the “articles of a general 
character” and the “master articles contain- 
ing reference to others.” Of the 113 articles 
listed in the synoptic guide, 27 are signed by 
contributors. Thirty-nine other articles on 
related subjects are likewise the work of 
specialists. The major part of the content, 
however, was prepared by Dr. Apel. 

Brief, illustrative examples of music ac- 
company many of the articles and black-and- 
white reproductions of musical instruments 
are also included. 

The format is excellent with good margins 
and clear, readable type. 

A unique and extremely valuable feature 
of the dictionary is the extensive and up-to- 
date bibliographies which cover English and 
foreign books and periodicals. Frequently 
cited books and periodicals are abbreviated 
to conserve space. 

The Harvard Dictionary of Music is 
valuable as an historical dictionary and 
bibliographic guide to history and criticism 
in the field of music. Because of the wide 
range of subjects included and its unusual 
bibliographic features, it is recommended as 
a practical and useful reference book for col- 
lege, university, and public libraries. 


Lanz Aviation Dictionary in Nine Lan- 
guages, English, Spanish, Portuguese, 
French, Italian, German, Russian, Chi- 
nese, Japanese; by John E. Lanz; con- 
tributing editor, H. N. von Koerber. 
23%cm. South Pasadena, Calif., P. D. 
and Ione Perkins, 1944. x, 430p. cloth 
$6.50. 


In the preface, the author states: “This 
dictionary is intended to meet the needs of 
aviation students, in or out of school: with 
the U. S. Air Forces, aircraft companies, 
U. S. Government Offices, universities and 
colleges, high schools, libraries and anyone 
interested in aviation. Foreign language 
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teachers will find it valuable and interesting 
from a comparative language point of view.” 

The whole field of aeronautical and re- 
lated terms has been included: aero- 
dynamics, design and construction, engines, 
instruments, flight, meteorology, navigation, 
radio, airships, etc. Very few slang terms are 
entered. Approximately 3000 English terms 
are included. The section of definitions is 
arranged in nine columns on facing pages, 
with brief explanations for the English terms 
included in the first column, followed by 
equivalents in the other eight languages. 
Gender is not indicated. Russian, Chinese, 
and Japanese terms are given in English 
transliteration. ‘The definitions are clear, 
nonmathematical and brief. The author 
has called upon an extensive list of author- 
itative collaborators and sources in preparing 
both definitions and foreign equivalents. 
These are listed in the preface. 

Phrases are entered under the first word, 
e.g., saturated adiabatic lapse rate. ‘There 
are no cross references, but additional defini- 
tions are given under significant parts of 
terms. There are, for instance, entries also 
under lapse rate and under adiabatic lapse 
rate. Emphasis is clearly on technical ter- 
minology, and the list of terms conforms to 
American rather than British use. Conse- 
quently, in this respect, the dictionary will 
be more useful in the United States than 
Ahrens’ Dictionary of Aeronautics (see 
p. 36). 

The weakness of the dictionary from the 
standpoint of library and other reference 
usage is in the omission of indexes to the 
foreign terms. Such an additional section 
would, of course, greatly increase the size 
of the volume, but in its present form it 
cannot be used unless the English equivalent 
of the term is known. 

The book is well printed and bound. 
However, the inner margins are so narrow 


that rebinding will be impossible. A useful 
pronouncing guide to each of the languages, 
and a table of their number systems are in- 
cluded. There is also an appendix contain- 
ing reference tables, chiefly of meteorological 
terms, which seem somewhat out of place, 
as English terms only are given. 

For small libraries and for persons need- 
ing one polylingual aviation dictionary, this 
book will not be satisfactory because of the 
lack of cross-indexing. For larger and spe- 
cial libraries which can use its handy tabula- 
tion of English terms and their foreign 
equivalents in a wide variety of languages, 
and which have other sources to which they 
can turn for translation from the foreign 
language to English, it is recommended. 


The Volume Library; An Encyclopedia 
of Practical and Cultural Information. 
29cm. New York, Educators Association, 
Inc., c1911—44. 2422p. illus., maps. Reg- 
ular editions: green fabrikoid $15.75; red 
buckram $13.75. Deluxe editions: Bible 
paper, black and gold semiflexible fabri- 
koid $19.75 ; brown semiflexible fabrikoid 
$17.75. 

Two editions of The V olume Library have 
been reviewed in Subscription Books Bul- 
letin; the 1928 edition in January 1930 and 
the 1939 edition in July 1939. The April 
1934 Bulletin carried a note that the 1931 
revision did not justify a new evaluation. 

The 1944 edition of The Volume Library 
has the same editorial preface and list of 
editors and contributors as the 1939 edition. 
Dates of death which were omitted from the 
1939 edition have been added for contribu- 
tors no longer living. 

The book contains 16 main sections: Ed- 
ucation; Kindergarten; Language and 
Grammar; Literature; Geography; His- 
tory ; Mathematics ; Science ; Physiology and 
Hygiene ; Government and Law ; Biography ; 
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Industry and Trade; Multiplex Dictionary ; 
Fine Arts; Useful Miscellany; Atlas. All 
sections devoted to specific subjects contain 
bibliographies. However, a check of those 
in the education, kindergarten and language 
and grammar sections failed to show any 
titles published since 1938. The index 
covers 86 pages and gives pronunciation of 
many geographical and personal names. As 
in the 1939 edition, it includes references 
to the illustrations as well as to the text. 

The amount of revision since 1939 is 
meager. In the “Historical Dictionary,” a 
line or two has been added to several articles 
to bring events up to date, e.g., under Den- 
mark, “In 1940 during the 2nd World War 
Germany without warning occupied Den- 
mark.” Recent United States history is 
covered by a paragraph under the heading 
Roosevelt’s Third Administration with a 
see reference to World War II. Approxi- 
mately three columns are allowed for World 
War, Second. There is so much condensa- 
tion that important events are omitted. 
Nothing is given on the early Churchill- 
Roosevelt conferences, but reference is made 
to the Teheran Conference. The Japanese 
attack on Pearl Harbor is noted, but Ger- 
many’s declaration of war on the United 
States is omitted. 

A comparison with the 1943 Statistical 
Abstract of the United States shows that in 
the table on page 600 of The Volume Li- 
brary, giving total value of mineral produc- 
tion in the United States, figures for four 
states are partially revised. The revised 
statistics are for 1938 while the remainder 
are for 1935. Electronics, nylon, penicillin, 
and radar are not found in the index nor in 
the section on science ; and the names of such 
outstanding men as Thomas E. Dewey, Gen- 
eral Dwight D. Eisenhower, General George 
C. Marshall, Admiral Chester W. Nimitz, 
and Wendell L. Willkie are not in the 


“Biographical Dictionary.” 

The atlas contains 1940 population figures 
for the United States. The map of Europe 
has been revised to show Austria and Czecho- 
slovakia as part of the German Reich, but 
the occupied countries are not shown as such. 

The book is strongly bound, and the paper 
and type are satisfactory. 

With a few exceptions, the 1944 edition of 
The Volume Library is the same as the 1939 
edition which received a limited recommen- 
dation for home library use in the July 1939 
Bulletin. However, the 1944 edition is not 
recommended because of lack of revision. 


Who’s Who in Poetry in America. 
1945 issue. 22%4cm. New York, The 
Paebar Co., c1945. 1135p. ports. fabri- 
koid $10. 


On the book jacket is the descriptive note: 
“A collection of modern American and 
Canadian poets, including their biographies, 
representative selections from their work, 
and, in most cases, their photographs.”’ No 
editor isnamed. There is no foreword, pref- 
ace, nor introduction. 

The first edition appeared in 1941, the 
second in 1942. There is no indication in 
the 1945 issue as to what edition it is. How- 
ever, circulars sent in 1943 to prospective 
subscribers to a third edition listed the title 
of a poem written by the recipient and in- 
cluded a letter requesting permission to pub- 
lish “your picture and a brief biography of 
your life, as well as this fine example of your 
writing ability. : 

“Our book . . . will definitely not be an 
anthology, but a Biographical Who’s Who 
—a book that will present you and other 
writers whose work is either already known 
or should be more widely recognized than it 
i” 

A postscript to this letter added the follow- 
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ing information: “Because of the limitations 
on paper and other materials used for the 
production of books due to the war emer- 
gency, the War Production Board has lim- 
ited the amount of such materials. .. . We 
are compelled, therefore, due to these re- 
strictions, as well as to the rising costs of 
production, to give preference to the con- 
tributions of those authors who subscribe for 
at least one copy of Who’s Who in Poetry in 
America.” 

In addition to a photograph, the follow- 
ing biographical information was requested : 
name, occupation, place and date of birth, 
education, books the biographee had written, 
books, magazines and newspapers in which 
his poems were published, radio stations over 
which they were read, other writing done, 
and awards received. Clubs, recreations, 
hobbies, and home address were also to be 
listed. 

A reservation or order form provided for 
a “remittance for $. . . representing a de- 
posit of $3.00 on each copy to be reserved for 
me. . . . second payment of $3.00 for each 
copy ordered will be sent when I receive 
proofs of my poems, biography and photo- 
graph.” ‘The balance of $4 per volume was 
to be paid upon completion of the work. If 
payment was made in full with a prepublica- 
tion order, the price was $9 per copy. 

Biographical information in the 1945 edi- 
tion follows the outline described above. For 
most of the subjects, a page which includes 
a photograph and a short paragraph of biog- 
raphy is followed by a page or more of 
poems. Residents of nearly every state are 
included. New York, California, Texas, 
Pennsylvania, and Ohio are each represented 
by from 25 to 50 persons; Virginia, Wash- 
ington, Indiana, Illinois, North Carolina, 
Kansas, Massachusetts, and Michigan, by 
15 to 20; Missouri, Florida, Maine, Ken- 
tucky, Iowa, West Virginia, and Connecti- 





cut by 10 to 15. The other states each have 
from 1 to 10. Canada has at least 2 repre- 
sentatives. 

Persons included range from housewives, 
business people, teachers, ministers, and 
workers in various other fields to a few men 
in service. 

The poems included seem to have appeared 
originally in relatively few publications other 
than local and school papers. A check of 
over 400 pages revealed these approximate 
figures: 32 contributors had had poems pub- 
lished in Voice of Freedom, and 47 in Spirit 
of America. These volumes, according to 
the Cumulative Book Index, were edited by 
Ruth Lawrence and published by Haven 
Press in 1942 and 1943 respectively. 
Twenty-one were included in Poets of 
America, 1941 and 15 in Book of Modern 
Poetry, 1941, both of which were edited by 
Margaret Nelson and published by Avon 
House ; 23 in Muse of 1941-1943, published 
by Horizon House; 14 in America Speaks, 
edited by Sir Philip H. Gibbs, published by 
Doubleday in 1942; 15 in Poetry Digest and 
33 in a publication identified variously as 
Paebar and Paebar Anthology. 

Writers of poetry listed under the entry 
Poems in Readers’ Guide to Periodical 
Literature July 1943-June 1944 were 
checked. Of some 300 authors, none ap- 
peared in Who’s Who in Poetry in America, 
1945. 

The binding is fairly strong, in red with 
gold lettering. Paper is glazed, but not 
heavy. Photographs are of fair quality. 

Casual readers interested in poetry will 
be disappointed in looking up information 
about prominent poets, for they do not ap- 
pear. Contributors of poems to nationally- 
known periodicals are, in general, not in- 
cluded. For these reasons the title Who’s 
Who in Poetry in America is misleading. 
The volume is not recommended. 





A listing in this Bulletin does not 








SuBscrIPTION Books BULLETIN 





Zweng Aviation Dictionary; comp. and 
ed. by C. A. Zweng. 23cm. N. Holly- 
wood, Pan American Navigation Service, 


c1944. 366p. illus. leatherette $6. 


The cover, but not the title page of this 
volume, carries the title Encyclopedic Avia- 
tion Dictionary, and the preface states: 
“This ‘Aviation Dictionary’ is designed as 
an encyclopedia of aviation words, terms and 
. phrases for the airman, executive, writer, re- 
search bureau, schools and colleges.” It 
includes material in the fields of ‘“Aero- 
dynamics, Aircraft and Theory of Flight; 
Aircraft powerplants and accessories; Air 
Navigation, including ‘dead reckoning’ and 
‘celestial air navigation’; Radio and Instru- 
ment Flying, and Aeronautical Meteor- 
ology.” No contributing editors nor outside 
sources for definitions are given. The author 
is known in aviation circles for his useful 
publications particularly on navigation. 

The book is well printed and bound. Pho- 


tographs are clear, and margins adequate. 
Definition of terms is uneven; some are 


encyclopedic, others are very brief. On the 
whole the shorter definitions are better, al- 
though this is not always the case. The 
definition of beam, although correct, is en- 
tirely inadequate for its aeronautical applica- 
tions. In other cases, definitions are 
extremely involved, e.g., drag—(Prandtl’s 
theory). ‘There is no cross reference from 
Prandtl’s theory to this heading. Engineer- 
ing and technical terms have generally been 
given qualitative definitions, e.g., Reynold’s 
number, where a quantitative one would be 
of more value to the engineer. The author 
includes some slang terms, but he has tried 
to keep them to a minimum, as he has the 
inclusion of definitions of smaller airplane 
parts. Entries for personnel qualifications 
such as airline stewardess; flying cadets, 
army; and flying cadets, navy vary greatly 
as to content. Some cover duties, some in- 


clude qualifications, and others, a combina- 
tion of these plus some historical data. There 
are no entries under navigator, steward, or 
flight engineer, though they are mentioned 
under air crew. There are brief but ade- 
quate biographical sketches of people prom- 
inent in the development of aviation in- 
cluded directly in the main alphabet, but 
no attempt has been made to be exhaus- 
tive. 

A number of photographs of modern air- 
planes are included, and there are usually 
brief descriptions of these under the name of 
the manufacturers. There is an entry, for 
example, under North American (B-25) 
The Mitchell on the page following the 
photograph of the plane. There is, however, 
no cross reference under Mitchell or B-25. 
On the other hand, the Flying Wing 
(Northrop Model N1-M) is entered only 
under that title. 

There are no diagrams or illustrations of 
items other than planes, though many of the 
definitions would be much clarified by such 
diagrams as are included in Dickinson’s 4 ero- 
nautical Dictionary (see p. 34). 

Inadequate cross references have already 
been mentioned. Some which are made, are 
incorrect. Although there is a reference 
pressure, gage—See gage pressure, there is 
no entry under the latter term. 

While this dictionary contains a great 
deal of useful material, its uneven quality, 
and lack of clarity and consistency in defini- 
tions make it unsatisfactory for reliable ref- 
erence use. It is not recommended. 


CORRECTION 


The review of Warships of the World in 
the April Bulletin incorrectly stated that the 
volume does not mention the later carrier 
“Hornet.” The vessel is listed with ships 
of the “Essex” class on page 24 and is in- 
dexed on page 1021. 
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